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The European Patent Office (EPO) has announced that it will be extending some deadlines to 17 April 2020, and that this date may

be further extended. The extension will apply to periods expiring on or after 15 March 2020. The extension would apply to some

deadlines for both European applications and to international applications (i.e. applications under the Patent Cooperation Treaty)

that are the subject of proceedings before the EPO.

It is very important to note that not all deadlines will be extended according to the above remedy. The rules that determine whether

the extension applies are, unfortunately, complex and so we would not advise relying on this remedy unless necessary. The spirit of

this law is to assist applicants where the disruption might prevent a deadline from being met, and so we would encourage that

responses are filed in the normal time period if possible.

In particular, this extension will not apply to deadlines for filing divisional applications.

If a party has missed a time limit due to problems caused by COVID-19, legal remedies may be available in addition to those

discussed above. Hence, if a deadline before 15 March 2020 has been missed, it may still be possible to respond and advice

should be sought from a European patent attorney.

This content is provided for general informational purposes only, and your access or use of the content does not create an

attorney-client relationship between you or your organization and Cooley LLP, Cooley (UK) LLP, or any other affiliated practice or

entity (collectively referred to as “Cooley”). By accessing this content, you agree that the information provided does not constitute

legal or other professional advice. This content is not a substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney licensed in

your jurisdiction and you should not act or refrain from acting based on this content. This content may be changed without notice. It

is not guaranteed to be complete, correct or up to date, and it may not reflect the most current legal developments. Prior results do

not guarantee a similar outcome. Do not send any confidential information to Cooley, as we do not have any duty to keep any

information you provide to us confidential. This content may be considered Attorney Advertising and is subject to our legal
notices.
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